
Words of Life 
 
 

“When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 

star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child was.” Mt 2:9 
 

 

 Bethlehem’s star guided the wise men when they 

knew not where it would lead them. While they under-

stood the reason for their journey, these men still had to 

rely on the star that God placed in the heaven’s for them 
and for all who would seek the Savior who came to earth. 

 We no longer follow a physical star in search of 

the Christ child. Instead, God uses His people as shining 
lights to lead others out of darkness 

into the radiance of Jesus’ glorious 

love and grace.  
 

 When we give our heart to 

Jesus, we are birthed into His kingdom 

of love and a star is born! May we heed 
His call to let our light shine and 

glorify our Father in heaven. (Mt 5:15) 

 

LaudatoryLines  
 

 1996 was a very good year! That May 

Scott and Janet Swenson began attending New 
Life. This special couple’s beautiful house was 

built in 1874 at a site in Cedar Mill and then 

later moved to Aloha. They are the parents of 
three children and five grandchildren.  

 Scott, an electronic engineer, blesses 

our church with his technical skills as he 

works at the sound board. Janet served in the 
nursery for 14 years and worked closely with Heather 

Clemans in Women’s Ministry. As greeters, they offer a 

warm welcome to newcomers and oldcomers alike.☺ 
 When not working full-time at her business, Robin 

and Wren Antiques and Gifts, Janet pursues her passion to 

protect the unborn. She has served as Chair for Washington 
County Right to Life for 20 years. Janet also offers her 

training in Spiritual Direction from George Fox to minister 

the love of Christ. Thank you, Scott and Janet, for the 

countless ways you bless New Life Church!  

 

Zest for Life 
 

Information taken from www.wikipedia.org 
 

 Ethel Percy Andrus (September 21, 1884 San 

Francisco, California – July 13, 1967) was a long-time 

educator and the first woman high school principal in 

California. In 1958, at the age of 74, she founded AARP . 
This organization for retirees continues to follow the motto 

she created, “To serve, not to be served.”  

 The Ethel Percy Andrus Gerontology Center is 
named after her at the University of Southern California 

Leonard Davis School of Gerontology, the oldest and 

largest existing professional school of Gerontology. In 
1995 Andrus was designated a Women's History Month 

Honoree by the National Women's History Project. 

  Andrus represents one more senior making a 

difference in the world. 
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Arlen & Nora 
Dropping You a Line 

 

 Have you ever wanted to pop your buttons over 

the character and actions of someone you love?  That’s 

exactly how I (Nora) felt as my nieces, Jacqui and Lani, 

raved over the welcome they received when visiting at our 
November potluck. Jacqui commented again and again 

about how helpful everyone was while I beamed: Yep, 

that’s our folks for sure! And Lani, a 20-year retired 
veteran of the Air Force, affectionately called “The 

Sarge” by our family, had a blast volleying humorous 

lines back and forth with Leon. She saw Christians having 
fun in a way she’s never before experienced. Thank you 

one and all for reflecting the joy we share in Christ! 



Line-up of Events 
 

December 11 ð  Our theme: 
 

ò A Star Is Born!ó 
  

 Imagine juices dripping 

from delicious slices of ham. Put 

that together with chicken, fruit 

salads, potato salads, desserts and 

lots of other side dishes and 

we’re in for some good eatin’!  
 

 Please take a minute and 

let us know what you’d like to 

bring. Look for our menu sign 

up sheet  on Sunday mornings, two weeks previous 

to each of our potlucks. You’ll find it at the back of 

the school gym on our LifeSpring seniors’ table. 

ChowLines 
 

Gingerbread Waffles 
Allrecipes.com 

     

    1 cup all-purpose flour 
    1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder 

    1 teaspoon ground ginger 

    3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon                   
    1/2 teaspoon ground allspice 

    1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

    1/4 teaspoon dry mustard 

    1/4 teaspoon salt 
    1/3 cup packed brown sugar 

    1 egg, separated 

    3/4 cup buttermilk 
    1/4 cup molasses 

    3 tablespoons butter or margarine, melted 

    1/3 cup chopped raisins 
    1/8 teaspoon cream of tartar 

 

    In a bowl, combine flour, baking powder, ginger, 

cinnamon, allspice, baking soda, mustard and salt; set 
aside. In a large mixing bowl, beat brown sugar and egg 

yolk until fluffy. Add buttermilk, molasses and butter; stir 

into dry ingredients just until combined. Add raisins. In a 
small bowl, beat egg white and cream of tartar until soft 

peaks form. Gently fold into batter. Bake in a preheated 

waffle iron according to manufacturer's directions until 

golden brown. 

 

PoeticLines 

 

STAR-LIT MEMORIES 
 

Stars dim, fade, disappear 

when I survey the night sky  

from busy city streets. 
Childhood memories of simple 

star-lit nights on the farm fade, 

obscured by to-do lists, responsibilities, 
and chaos of my own making. 

When did I last focus on the simplicity, 

the stillness, the message of hope  
shining from Bethlehem’s star, 

announcing the wonder, the miracle 

of God encased in flesh? 
 

Linda Jett 11-22-2011 
 

A friend of Nora’s from Oregon Christian Writers 

 
òNever let a problem to be solved become more important than a person to be loved.ó  

Thomas S. Monson 

 

LaughLines 
 

                         AHAJOKES.COM 
 

    The Strange Christmas Scene 
 

In a small southern town there was 

a "Nativity Scene" that showed 

great skill and talent had gone into 

creating it. One small feature 

bothered me. 
 

The three wise men were wearing firemen's 

helmets. 
 

Totally unable to come up with a reason or 

explanation, I left. At a "Quik Stop" on the edge of 

town, I asked the lady behind the counter about the 

helmets. She exploded into a rage, yelling at me, 

"You stupid Yankees never do read the Bible!" I 

assured her that I did, but simply couldn't recall 

anything about firemen in the Bible. 
 

She jerked her Bible from behind the counter and 

ruffled through some pages, and finally jabbed her 

finger at a passage. Sticking it in my face she said 

"See, it says right here, 'The three wise men came 

from afar.'" 


